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Jay Michael Arnold is a graduate of Yale University and the author of the novel 
Candi, or the Optimist. He currently teaches philosophy in Houston, Texas.

Jamie Bronstein is a professor of history at New Mexico State University. She is the 
author of four books, including, most recently, Empire, State and Society: Modern 
Britain, 1830-present  (Wiley-Blackwell, 2012). Her fifth book, Two Nations: A His-
tory of American Inequality, will be published by Praeger in 2016.

Michael Da Silva is a doctoral student in the University of Toronto Faculty of Law. 
His philosophical interests include ethics, social and political philosophy, philosophy 
of law, and epistemology. His work has appeared in numerous journals, including the 
Canadian Journal of Law and Jurisprudence.

Shohei Edamura is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Kanazawa Seiryo Univer-
sity in Japan. He earned his Ph.D. in philosophy from Kyoto University. 

Gareth Fuller is currently pursuing his Ph.D. at the University of Kansas.  His in-
terests include logic, philosophy of language, ontology, and the history of analytic 
philosophy.

Hamner Hill is the chairperson of the Department of Political Science, Philosophy, 
and Religion at Southeast Missouri State University. He received his Ph.D. and M.A. 
from Washington University in St. Louis and his J.D. and B.A. from William and 
Mary. His research interests include philosophy of law, environmental philosophy, 
and symbolic logic.

Daniel Rubio is a graduate student at Rutgers University-New Brunswick. His pri-
mary interests are in metaphysics, formal epistemology, and logic. 

Gino Signoracci is a Ph.D. candidate in philosophy at the University of New Mexico. 
He is completing a dissertation on Hegel and Indian philosophy
Joseph Ulatowski is Visiting Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the University of 
Mississippi.
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Contributors

Nathan Smith is chair of the Philosophy, Humanities, and Library Sciences depart-
ment at Houston Community College. His research interests include early modern 
philosophy and phenomenology.

Morgan Wallhagen is a Philosophy Core Instructor at Stanford University’s Online 
High School. He received his Ph.D. at the University of Pennsylvania. Prior to joining 
the Stanford OHS in 2013, he taught undergraduate philosophy courses at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and Bryn Mawr College. 
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PROGRAM OF THE 63RD ANNUAL MEETING 
OF NEW MEXICO TEXAS PHILOSOPHICAL 

SOCIETY

March 23-25, 2012

Held at New Mexico State University

(Note: All affiliations included here were the affiliations of these scholars at the time of the 
conference and might have changed by the time of publication.)

Friday Afternoon Session 1
Moderator: Lori Keleher (New Mexico State University)

Robert Fischer (Texas State University)
“Why Incest Is Usually Wrong” 
Comments: Richard Galvin (Texas Christian University) 

Alexander Raby (Texas Tech University)
“The Ideal Critic: Foie Gras and Twinkies” 
Comments: Parish Conkling (Texas State University) 

Joanna Arnold (University of Houston)
“Esoteric Morality” 
Comments: Craig Hanks (Texas State University) 

Michael Da Silva (University of Toronto)
“Theorizing Justice for Perpetual Peace
Comments: Danny Scoccia (New Mexico State University) 

Friday Afternoon Session 2
Moderator: Luciana Garbayo (University of Texas at El Paso)

Miriam Vazquez (University of Texas at El Paso)
“Assessing the Environmental Global Burden of Disease Under a Modified 
Rawlsian Model” 
Comments: Craig Hanks (Texas State University) 

Shohei Edamura (Rice University)
“Leibniz on the Weakness of Will and the Doctrine of Distinct Inclination” 
Comments: Evan Roane (Houston Community College) 

Dave Mesing (Duquesne University)
“Toppling Progress: Hegel’s Logic of Form and History” 
Comments: Nathan Poage (St. Thomas University) 

Jay Michael Arnold (Houston Community College)
“The New Knight of Faith” 
Comments: Peter Hutcheson (Texas State University) 
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Saturday Morning Session 1
Moderator: Nathan Smith (Houston Community College)

Mark Walker (New Mexico State University) 
“The Mundane World Hypothesis is Probably False” 
Comments: Peter Hutcheson (Texas State University) 

Jason Hills (Lone Star College)
“Pragmatism and Phenomenology: A Reconciliation” 
Comments: Justin Bell (University of Houston – Victoria) 

 Greg Nershberg (University of Texas at El Paso)
“Why Phenomenology is Still Important to Embodied Cognition” 
Comments: Evan Roane (Houston Community College) 

Saturday Morning Session 2
Moderator: Jennifer Noonan (New Mexico State University)

 Daniel Rubio (Rutgers University)
“Libertarian Free Will and Circumstantial Moral Luck” 
Comments: Jeffrey gordon (Texas State University) 

Andrew Pavelich (University of Houston - Downtown)
“The Two Gods of Descartes’s Meditations” 
Comments: Alejandro Barcenas Pardo (Texas State University) 

Gino Signoracci (University of New Mexico)
“Derrida and Education: Deconstruction and the Right to Philosophy” 
Comments: Nevitt Reesor (Texas State University) 

Saturday Special Session:
Philosophy Student Colloquium:

Moderator: John Symons (University of Texas at El Paso)

Carson Benn (Texas Tech University)
Neyma Figueroa (New Mexico State University)
Amir Hernandez (New Mexico State University)
Hieu Duong
Jennifer Ward (New Mexico State University)
Jack Hansen (New Mexico State University)
Shelbi Meissner (New Mexico State University)
Christopher Freire (Florida State University)
Paola Lujan (University of Texas at El Paso)
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Saturday Afternoon Session 1
Moderator: Graciela Woodbury (El Paso Community College)

Justin Bell (University of Houston - Victoria)
“Solidarity, Deweyan Democracy, and Empathy” 
Comments: Luis Diaz (El Paso Community College) 

Luis Diaz (El Paso Community College)
“Levinas and Dussel: an Ethical Analysis of Social Activists in Juarez, 
Mexico” 
Comments: Craig Hanks (Texas State University) 

Hamner Hill (Southeast Missouri State University)
“Daubert’s Asymmetrical Impact on Civil and Criminal Litigation” 
Comments: Danny Scoccia (New Mexico State University)

Saturday Afternoon Session 2
Moderator: Jennifer Noonan (New Mexico State University)

olguín, hernandez, Narvaez, et. al. (Universidad Autónoma de Ciudad Juárez)
“Did the Pre-Socratics Inquire about Archai” 
Comments: Hammad Hussain (Texas State University) 

Nathan Poage (St. Thomas University)
“The Subject and Principles of Metaphysics in Avicenna and Aquinas” 
Comments: Paul Wilson (Texas State University) 

Daniel Guentchev (Southern Illinois University)
“Teleological Judgment and Dead Nature in Horowitz’s Reading of Kant’s 
Critique of Judgment” 
Comments: Jason Hills (Lone Star College)

Saturday Afternoon Session 3
Moderator: Robert Louis (Houston Community College)

Joe Bernal (University of Texas at El Paso)
“Quantum Information Philosophy Processed” 
Comments: Mary Gwin (Oklahoma State University) 

Ramon Alvarado (University of Texas at El Paso)
“Can we believe in scientific theories? Ruth Millikan and Pessimistic 
Induction” 
Comments: Mary Gwin (Oklahoma State University) 

Peter Hutcheson (Texas State University)
“Checkmating Creationism” 
Comments: Robert Louis (Houston Community College) 
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Presidential Address

Nathan Smith (Houston Community College)
“Descartes on Mind-Body Unity” 

Sunday Morning Session 1
Moderator: Parish Conkling (Texas State University)

Gareth Fuller (University of Maryland)
“Objects: Language and Metaphysics” 
Comments: Nadia Ruiz (University of Texas at El Paso) 

Morgan Wallhagen (Bryn Mawr)
“Mental States as Presentations” 
Comments: Tim Cleveland (New Mexico State University) 

Daniel Rubio (Western Michigan University)
“Libertarian Free Will  and Circumstantial Moral Luck” 
Comments: Jeffrey gordon “Texas State University” 

Joseph Ulatowski (University of Mississippi)
“Taking Ordinary Intuitions Seriously” 
Comments: John Symons (University of Texas at El Paso) 

Sunday Morning Session 2
Moderator: Jamie Bronstein (New Mexico State University)

John Harris (Texas Christian University)
“Posner’s Problem With Utility” 
Comments: Jean-Paul Vessel (New Mexico State University) 

Don Fallis (University of Arizona)
“Davidson was Almost Right about Lying” 
Comments: Jean-Paul Vessel (New Mexico State University) 

Jean-Paul Vessel (NMSU)
“Defending Open Question Arguments from ‘Invalidity’ Critics” 
Comments: Luciana Garbayo (University of Texas at El Paso) 

Jamie Bronstein (New Mexico State University)
“Chained for Life: Conjoined Twins, Identity, and the Ethics of Separation  

 Surgery” 
Comments: Paul Wilson (Texas State University) 


