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Secularization and Religion:
The Perpetual Dialectic of Adaptation
Joe Barnhart

Textbooks for philosophy of religion have offered numerous definitions of
“religion.” Rather than stipulate a definition or the so-called essence of religion, I |
develop a preliminary theory that promises to throw light on not only the early |
emergence of religions, but also the surviving practices and beliefs traditionally |
regarded as religious. This theory has the advantage of showing why religions
tend to make cognitive claims, have an emotional dimension, develop special |
rituals and practices, and generate some version of theodicy. The theory both uses
the neo-Darwinian model and contributes to it. The paper promises to throw light
on the sacrifice-and-atonement motif so prevalent in religions. It not only raises |
anew the question of the line of demarcation between religion and magic, but also
suggests that Plato’s theory of forms and the role of the philosopher-king have
deep roots in religion,
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Philosophy of Religion and the Tragedies
Linda Kraeger

Philosophers have written profoundly about tragedy. Aristotle, preferring
QOedipus Rex, focused on plot whereas Hegel, preferring Antigone, focused on
character. Hegel obviously influenced A. C. Bradley’s interpretations of
Shakespeare’s tragedies. Schopenhauer and then Nietzche saw tragedy as
mirroring life, a concept prevalent in Harold Goddard’s interpretations of Shake-

. Speare’s tragedies. |

Tragedies often presuppose an absolute, objective moral order. Antigone
must choose between human order and divine order or the law of the city vs. the |
eternal law of the gods. Plato’s eternal forms assume an order of values; and his
dialogues draw from tragedy to explore justice, virtue, and theodicy.

Religious themes—theodicy, guilt, divine justice, sacrifice and atonement,
and religious authority—played upon the Greek stage. Without denying the gods,
tragedy fulfilled the social role of raising terrifying questions. Socrates played a
similar role, creating doubt indirectly when he questioned, not the oracle’s truth, |
but its meaning, _ ,

Plato argued that tragedies encouraged cowardice and unhappiness by
portraying good people in ultimate defeat. Admittedly, Plato contributed a
profound insight. An individual can create an artistic work of his life and enjoy
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happiness and integrity by not identifying with the suffering that befalls them.
Virtue is its own reward. However, the very ambition to transcend the lesser self,
to master Iuck itself, can sometimes leave the individual more vulnerable to
misfortune. Aeschylus and Sophocles dramatized this hard truth for their
audiences. Aristotle learned from them what Plato perhaps could not.

Does Plato mean that virtue is its own reward at every point in the virtuous
person’s life? Immanue] Kant, profoundly influenced by Plato, argued that virtue
must be the end and never the means. Both offered the promise of happiness in a
hereafter, Plato in reincarnation, and Kant in immortality. Transmigration, thus,
provided the eventual triumph of good over evil. Without this triumph, the
universe itself might appear as strewn with blind chance and tragedy beyond all
hope of redemption. Plato left little to the luck and chance that appeared in the
tragedies. Individuals have made their own choices, and Clotho in charge of fate’s
spindle “ratified the choice and the fate to follow.”

The Epistemology of Hegel’s Introduction to
The Phenomencology of Spirit

Eugene Marshall

G.W.F. Hegel’'s Phenomenology of Spirit is a philosophical journey
starting at an almost instinctual state of consciousness to an enlightened super-
consciousness that combines total self-consciousness with an understanding of the
nature of absolute knowledge. This paper analyzes his epistemological approach
to this journey, with special attention to his use of a criterion of truth as a tool to
aid him in his endeavor. He outlines this journey in the Introduction, providing a
basis for understanding the rest of the work. [ suggest that a proper study of
Hegel’s Introduction in this light is essential to understanding the
Phenomenology.
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The Scientific Case for Reincarnation
John F. Miller, I11

If by “science” is meant the method of investigation which involves
careful measurement, repeatable experiments, an open-minded skepticism toward
claims regarding facts, and an insistence that such claims be carefully tested, then
a “scientific” case may be offered for reincarnation. Philosophers of science
~ describe science as a hypothetical-deductive system, which proceeds from
hypothesis to predicted empirical phenomena, derives the hypothesis from a

theory, and places the theory within a system or conceptual framework. I sho
that reincarnation can be treated in the same manner. First, from the hypothesis
reincarnation, we predict what classes of empirical phenomena might expecte
deja vu, memories retrieve under hypnosis or meditation, birthmarks fro
previous lifetimes. Second, upon finding such classes, we propose a theory whis
accounts for such phenomena: karma. And finally, we place that theory with
the broadest conceptual framework of evolution of consciousness. Tk
constitutes a “scientific” case for reincarnation. - :
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Star Trek As Gedanken

Lee Stauffer, Avery Christie, and Judy Wilmore

This paper considers the validity of using popular culture media, such |
Star Trek, as a departure point for philosophical discourse in an undergradus
philosophy or religious studies program. Such video text is compared to the u
of gendanken in applied ethics or to Plato’s use of mythos. It is further point{
out that in a university environment in which most students are unable to re:
philosophical text, if philosophic instruction is to occur, it must find ways
involving the students. It is proposed that if dialogue is to occur at all, ti
students must both understand the material under discussion and wish
participate. This is often not the case when using more customary approaches
the study of philosophy.

The development of a class based on Star Trek: The Next Generation
described and the syllabus is provided. The success of the class to date |
considered. It is concluded that the class has so far been a success and that
forms a reasonable part of an undergraduate philosophy or religious studi@
program, :
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